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In the break-ins, forgeries, cover-ups and 
other activities which the Watergate has brought to 
light, the Rosenberg children see familiar terrain. 

"What the government was saying at th&t time 
was, 'The Communists are everywhere doing terrible 
things. What we need is more power to combat them.' 
They created, right then, what I call the false 
national security argument. This is where the link- 
age gets to Watergate. 

"It has been this very same justification that 
has led to all sorts of secrecy, surveillance, 
and invasions of people's privacy. The exact same 
things that are coming out in Watergate, the same 
tactics were used in my parents' trial, and have 
been part of a fabric of internal policies which have 
gone on unchecked for the past twenty years." 

He and Michael are planning to take their own 
version to the public. For one thing, .they hope to 
publish a new and fuller edition of their parents' 
death house letters. 

"The case is still a warning," Robby says. "I 
think most Americans don't realize it, but if the 
government wants to, it can take any American off the 
street, put that person in jail and give that person 
an incredibly hard time. That's something all Amer- 
icans should think &bout and realize. That it could 
happen to any one of them. If you want to look at 
my parents' case very clearly, it demonstrates that." 
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"ONE MUST SCREAM OUT ALL OF THIS, A 
CAMPAIGNI MUST BE ORGANIZED. . .OTHERWISE A WALL 
OF SILENCE WILL FALL": 

AN INTERVIEW WITH MIR 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor’s Note: During the three years of 
Chile’ s Popular Unity government, the Movement for 
a Revolutionary Left (MIR) formed what could be cal- 
led a "loyal 1 ' opposition." 

Critical of the UP’s repeated attempts to ac- 
comodate the Christian Democrats, who represented 
muchoof Chile’s riiiddle and upper classes, MIR went 
its own way, refusing to be part of the UP coali- 
tion, but recognizing that the UP could not be con- 
sidered the "enemy." 

This contrasted with the role MIR played dur- 
ing the regime of Christian Democrat, Eduardo Frei, 
who governed Chile until Allende’s electioniin 1970. 
Frei 5 s government had received much support from the 
U.S., and the U.S. apparently viewed the Christian 
Democrats as the safest bet to insure protection of 
U.S. interests in Chile. 

During the Freirperiod, MIR was clandestine, 
calling for a popular uprising to being socialism 
to Chile. At that time, MIR found its base mostly 
with leftist students and with what have been term- 
ed "marginal groups'? (i.e. unemployed, ethnic min- 
orities, etc.) 

However, with the victory of the UP coalition 
in the 1970 election, MIR's role changed. As the 
UP made efforts to allay the fears of the middle 
class and the militarydby soft-pedaling the move- 
ment toward popular power, it was MIR that offered 
orgaftizers and assistance to the workers and 'pea- 
sants who took over factories and estates during 
the first two years of the new government. Allende, 
publicly critical of these "illegal acts", looked 
the other way. But MIR provided the concrete aid 
and as a result continued to develop a stronger 
base among the workers and peasants. 

Throughout this period, MIR argued that Allende 
and the Communist Party which dominated the UP coal- 
ition, was making a mistake casting his lot with the 
"moderate right" represented by the Christian Demo- 
cratic Party (PCD). They warned that, given the 
right conditions, the Christian Democrats would turn 
on the UP and go with the right wing, MIR criticized 
Allende for refusing to arm and train a people s 
militia, choosing instead to try and win the suppbrt 
and loyalty of Chile^s Armed Forces. 

Now, two months after the September 11 military 
coup which toppled the UP government, it appears 
that of Tall the groups on the left, MIR remains 
mostly intact. Having been underground during the 
Frei years , and taking the June 29th abottive coup 
as but another ili a series of sighss of things to 
come, MIR apparently was able to take its entire 
Structure underground before the coup occured. 

Given these facts, itiis understandable that 
MIR has made the first moves towards organizing a 
counter-offensive. There is evidence that already 1 
armed resistence is happening in some areas of Chile. 
It is known-- admitted by the junta-- that most of 
MIR*s leadership has escaped its clutches. 

In the following interview, which took place on 
October 1, somewhere in Chile, four of MIR's leaders 
speak on the cur rent situation, and on plane for ^th £- 
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future. 

The interview, conducted by representatives 
of Rouge , a French leftist paper, has been edited 
for reasons of length and to smooth out language 
which was awkward due to translation.) 

it it it 

DID YOU SEE THE COUP COMING? WHAT ARE THE FIRST 
LESSONS YOU HAVE DRAWN FROM IT? 

The coup that took place on September 11 was 
written in events that had already happened. We were 
prepared from a political as well as an organization- 
al point of View. And we had prepared the sectors of 
the working class and those of the peasantry which 
we directly influenced. Now, in the wake of the coup, 
we continue to denounce the illusions of reformism: 
illusions that cannot but continue to disarm, in the 
full senserof the word , the Chilean masses. 

In that sense, the coup confirmed, in the most 
tragic way, our predictions and analysis. 

One witnessed, during those last months, a mob- 
ilization and heightening of consciousness among 
Chilean workers which was totally new. That is the 
fundamental element of that last period. In practice, 
through their concerns, by their enthusiasm, entire 
sections of the Chilean working class had begun to 
break away from the reformist orientation that domi- 
nated the UP. If the rulipgcelass and imperialist 
interests can, to a certain extent, tolerate reform- 
ism, they cannot for very long. More and more, the 
means of production come into the hands of the work*, 
ers. 

ABOUT THE WORK YOU DID INSIDE THE ARMY— WERE 
THERE IMPORTANT DIVISIONS OR EVIDENCE OF RESISTANCE 
WITHIN THE ARMY AT THE MOMENT OF THE COUP? 

Rumors to that effect have not ceased since 
September 11. I can say that the fragmentary informa- 
tion that we have on the situation of the army indi- 
cates that in the beginning there were quite a few re- 
fusals to obey on the part of certain soldiers and 
sub-officers. They were all shot immediately. At least 
ten of these cases were reported directly or indirect- 
ly and therefore there mu&t have been many more. 

That repression makes work within the army very 
difficult, almost impossible in many cases. On the 
other hand, if there were a political and military 
revo|utionary^offensive which appeared as a real al- 
ternative, there is no doubt that a good number of 
soldiers and sub-officers would be onrour side. 

Several times, during house searches, soldiers, 
sub-officers and even officers, closed their eyes when 
they found weapons : "All werask is that you dnn^t 
use them against us." 

Considering this we will avoid, in thefuear fu- 
ture, acts which might help to cement the armed forces 
into a homogenous block, and we will work toward furth- 
ering the slight but significant manifestations of re- 
sistance within the army. 

Also, although there has been no decisive division 
in the high commands of the armed forces as a whole, 
one would have to be blind fiot to see the differences 
between the Various sectors. 

Within the junta, it is undoubtedly members of 
the Navy and Air Force that represent the most ex- 
treme elements. But one should not overestimate them. 
They will not fail to reflect the very real divisions 
which exist within the ruling class. It is certain that 
sectors of the dominant class will have disagreements 
with the nolitics of the junta . b ut right now - there is. 
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just an almost unanimous sigh of relief. But at what 
a price. 

We shouldn't forget that many sectors — especial- 
ly those joined to the Christian Democrats — have a 
tradition which has tied them to bourgeoisademocracy 
— a certain bourgeois "legality" that seems to have 
been swept away by the coup. Not to mention the "ex- 
cesses'^ Which seem to bother at least some of these 
gentlemen :. 

Another interesting note: certain regiments did 
not really participate in the daily operation of 
house searches and repression. I'm not saying that 
they are dissident — rather it's a question. of a tac- 
tical precaution on the part of the junta to ’aVoid 
sharpening potential splits. 

YOU TALK OF WORKTPLANS, OF A POLITICAL AND MIL- 
ITARY REVOLUTIONARY OFFENSIVE , BUT THE THING THAT 
STRIKES US THE MOST IS THE ABSENCE OF VISIBLE SIGNS 
OF SUCH AN OFFENSIVE. 

That's true, at least at the level of visible 
signs. The blind politics of reformist directions 
have cause the Chilean woekers to lose a battle, and 
for this lost battle, theyhhave paid a great price. 

In editing the information which comes to us 
from all the suburbsc of Santiago and from the rest 
of the country, we estimate the number of victims of 
this battle to be 25,000 dead. According to our in- 
formation, this number is also used in the military 
high command. And, every day theft number increases. 

The day< of the coup, the workers regrouped mas- 
sively in work sites which theyhhad been occupying 
for several weeks (since the abortive June 29th coup 
attempt — ed.). In many factories, the workers defend- 
ed themselves heroically, in hand-to-hand combat, a- 
gainst the military who were bent on retaking the 
factories. 

But the proportion of power was too; unequal . The 
military was armed to the teeth with modern weapons 
— using tanks and at times, airpowerw In contrast, 
the workers were very poorly armed — almost not armed 
at all in certain cases. The military were a well-co- 
ordinated centralized force carrying out a plan which 
had been carefully ^prepared in advance. 

The workers from the different factories, from 
the different cordones (committees in charge of pro- 
duction, distribution, defense and mobilization, set 
up after workers seized factories after attempted 
lock-outs by factory owners — ed.) were not central- 
ized, were not even coordinated amongst themselves. 
Nevertheless, it took about five days, sometimes long- 
er, for the military to defeat the industrial cor- 
dones around Santiago. 

In the provinces, things happened in generally 
the same manner. This explains the great number of 
dead during the first few days. In certain places it 
was 3 veritable massacre. In one d£ the most impor- 
tant factories, in Santiago, 200 dead bodies were 
taken out from the basement. Under such circumstanc- 
ces, retreat was inevitable. 

YOU CHARACTERIZE THE ACTUAL SITUATION AS A RE- 
TREAT, NOT AS A CRUSHING DEFEAT? 

Without a doubt. In spite of the extraordinary 
number of victims , the repression, = in most cases, 1 
has not been selective at all. A fact that one must 
know and make known to : the outside world is that while 
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a great numberoof militants and political cadres 
perished, the revolutionary organizations— especial- 
ly MIR-- have not been dismantled. 

In spite of two heavy losses, the essential core 
of our structure and our apparatus are absolutely in- 
tact. In this sense, we have been consistent in our 
analyses and the measures we have taken have borne 
fruit. The military know this and it bothers them 
terribly. Their victory communiques are tainted by 
an undercurrent of fear: without conviction, they ex- 
hibit material and weapons that have been seized and 
try to demoralize us by pretending to have made mas- 
sive arrests in our cadres. But they know they're ly- 
ing and this is a decisive factor in the phkse that is 
now beginning: a factor which allows us to talk of in- 
evitable revolutionary offensive. 

AND WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS; 

IN PARTICULARS THE PARTIES OF THE POPULAR UNITY? 

Although we have had contacts with militants of 
the Communist Party (PC) and the Socialist Party (PS) 
and the United Popular Action Movement (MAPU — a left 
split from the Christian Democrats) I will talk with 
prude/nce and on ah individual basis. 

About the MAPU: although it is a small group, II 
think I can say that it has not suffered much damage 
either in its organization or in its structure. 

About the PC: it seems that many intermediate cad 
res disappeared or were arrested. One thing is certain 
in one blow the illusions about the peaceful road to 
socialism have fallen. In addition, the structure of 
the PC seems to be deeply disorganized, although the 
leadership of the PC has-, participated intthe bkttles 
in the cordones. Today, a great number of militants 
have no precise guidelines and are one. their own. 

As for the PS, the situation is relatively com- 
plicated given the complexity of the cross-currents 
which existed in the party when it was in power. The 
structure of the PS itself did not prepare if for 
this situation. But many militants, many revolutionary 
currents within the PS, which had their own structures 
and organized cadres, fought the repression and are 
preparing for future struggles. 

HOW DOES THE MIR PLAN TO CARRY ON? 

We advocate the formation of a Revolutionary 
Front which should include the parties of the UP as 
well as ourselves. The task of this Front would be to 
prepare as soon as possible, a counter-offensive a- 
gainst the actual regime, a political and particular- 
ly a military counter offensive. 

Members oftthe Communist Party, withvwhom we 
have had initial discussions about this subject, have 
agreed with the idea of unity — even with us, which 
is a new attitude for them. They have also recognized 
the need for a quidk counter-offensive to prevent 
the npre sent disorientation 6f some sectors of the 
resistence from becoming a deep demoralization. 

But, these members of lihe PC are not in agree- 
ment about the objectives and characteristics of such 
a Front. Some of them have defended and still defend 
the idea of a broader Front which would include sec- 
tors of the Christian Democrats. — even the entire 
partyi. 

This position is consistent with the politics 
defended, by the PC within the UP government. They 
persisted in encouraging the alliance with the 
Christian Democrats againkt the extreme right. The 
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support of many sectors of the Christian Democrats 
for the {junta' puts -these politics in the proper 
light. 

However, a change of heart is not impossible. 

It seems today that the PC, pushed by many of their 
militants, especially the Communist Youth sector, 
is changing and will accept participation in the 
Front as we propose it . 

In any case, we have no illusions: the strug- 

gle against reformism in the framework of such a 
Front, or any other structure, remains and will 
remain for a long time, one of our primary tasks. 

Without making great speculations, it is evi- 
dent that after the experience the Chilean masses 
h&Ve had, the left will come to great upheavals rath- 
er soon--and a real restructuring. Certainly 
these upheavals will not result from the spontan- 
eous conclusions which the masses will deduce from 
their experience. They will depend, essentially, 
on the capacity of the Front to respond to the sit- 
uation in practice, in action, and as soon as pos- 
sible. They will depend on our capacity to hurt 
the enemy . 

YOU HAVE SPOKEN OF THE MASSACRES WHICH FOLLOW- 
ED THE COUP BUT THE REPRESSIONHAS CONTINUED FOR 
THREE WEEKS WITHOUT MERCY. EVERY NIGHT DURING THE 
CURFEW FROM 10 PM TO 6 PM, NEIGHBORHOODS ARE RAKED, 
PEOPLE ARE ARRESTED, TORTURED, DISAPPEAR, ARE ASSAS- 
SINATED. JUST YESTERDAY, I SAW, WITH MY OWN EYES,' 
FIVE RECENTLY DEAD BODIES ON THE BANKS OF THE RIO 
MAPOCHO IN THE CENTER OF TOWN. DO YOU HAVE A TOTAL 
VISION OF' THIS THIS SITUATION ON A NATIONAL: SCALE? 

It is the most urgent and dramatic question. 

The work of the forces of repression is being car- 
ried out now in a more discreet manner but on an 
extremely large scale. I don't know what to call 
it. It is dreadful . . .unbelievable! Everyday 
all you have to do is walk at dawn in the streets 
of Santiago to verify this. 

Corpses lying here and there- -especially on 
the banks of the river — evidence of the work ac- 
complished during the curfew. There are also 
searches, the hunting down of militants and known 
political cadre, although this has not been very 
successful. 

Then there are the denunciations. Occuring 
with most frequency in the upper and middle class 
neighborhoods, the accusations lead, with no proof 
or verification needed, to detention in the Nat- 
ional stadium (there are about 7,000 prisoners in 
the stadium now) and often to death. 

The newspapers and the radio stations incres- 
ingly incite people to denounce others. Every 
day they repeat the telephone numbers to call 
and offer tempting rewards. 

In the poblaciones (workers' quarters), 
there have been, as happened in the factories? 
many massacres when thepeople showed any resistance. 

An example which I witnessed in a poblaeion 
in Santiago: a group of young people seized a 

fire truck, put on the uniforms of the captured 
occupants, took up weapons and drove around the 
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neighborhood. Whever they saw soldiers, they 
shot, killing some. 

They were arrested, brought back to their 
poblaeion and were executed immediately. The r 
residents, forced to gather at the place of ex- 
ecution, were machine-gunned. The count? A few 
dozen, a few hundred dead? Will we ever know.... 

This anecdote is not an isolated example. 

You have seen it yourself. Even today, it is 
impossible to walk in the poor sections of San- 
tiago without seeing a corpse here or there, ly- 
ing in a corner. 

As to the climate of' xenophobia (hatred Of 
foreigners] that the junta. is trying to foment — 
it surpasses the imagination! Here, again, it 
is necessary to mobilize people outside the 
country: our militant comrades, political re- 

fugees, even simple residents- -Bolivians and 
particularly Brazilians--risk their lives every 
moment. Simply because they speak with an accent, 
they are turned in by their neighbors. On this 
denunciation, they are arrested, taken to the 
stadium and there, very often, they disappear. 

One must scream out all of this, a campaign 
must be organized because otherwise, a wall of 
silence will fall. Today the junta has threaten- 
ed to severely punish (and one can imagine what 
this means coming from such executioners) any 
journalist, or person, who sends "alarming news" 
about the repression and the situationodf for- 
eigners in Chile to the outside world. 

It is necessary to do everything in order 
that maximum information be distributed. The 
reports you have brought us about the reaction 
to the coup, about the campaigns, undertaken, 
are an extraordinary encouragement for our 
struggle. Your presence here in such a' difficult 
mpment has a priceless value for us, so great, 
is our isolation from the rest of the world at 
the present moment. 
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The wheel of the law turns 
Without pause 

After the rain good weather 
In the wink of an eye 

The universe throws of 
its muddy clothes. 

For ten thousand miles 
the landscape 

Spreads out like a beautiful brocade 
Light breezes. Smiling flowers. 

High in the trees , amongst 
thesp ark ling leaves 

All the birds sing at once. 

Men and animals rise -up reborn. 

What could be more natural? 

After sorrow, comes joy. 

--Ho Chi Minh 
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THE FOURTH ARAB-ISRAELI WAR: 

A CEASE-FIRE COMES AND GOES 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS)— Despite a cease-fire proposal 
seemingly accepted by the major participants, the 
war in the Middle East rages on. Both Egypt and 
Israel agreed to the UN Security Council propsal, 
but both sides accuse* the other of violations since 
the cease-fire went into affect on October 22. 

Syria has remained silent on the proposal with 
Damascus radio reporting instead on the fighting in 
the Golan Heights. Iraq meanwhile has flatly reject^ 
ed the proposed settlement and Jordan has announced 
that its troops will remain under Syrian command 
and follow Syria's position on the cease-fire. 

The UN resolution, submitted jointly to the 
Security Council in emergency session by the United 
States and the Soviet Union, calls for an immediate 
cease-fire in place and implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 242, which was adopted several 
month$ after the 1967 war. 

Resolution 242 calls for "withdrawal off Israeli 
armed forces from territories occupied in the recent 
conflict"--the six day war-- and for "a just settle- 
ment of the refugee problem." It also insures Israel 
of the "right to live in peace within secure and 
recognized boundaries." 

For the Arab nations this proposal would be 
somewhat of a victory, if it is actually carried out. 
Resolution 242 was adopted in November, 1967 but 
Israel has still not withdrawn to the pre-1967 
boundaries, as directed. 

Israel has also refused to deal with the ques- 
tion of Palestinian refugees, denying their political 
legitimacy and recognizing them only as refugees 
in another country and not as Palestinians. 

If Israel agrees to give up territories it has 
occupied since the 1967 war (the Sinai and the Golan 
Heights) it will be only a temporary end to the ten- 
sions. Still to be resolved is the fate of the 1.5 
million Palestinian refugees who desire to return 
to their homeland. 

The Palestinians, who call for a socialist state 
including both Jews and Arabs, have made it clear 
that they will continue their struggle as long as 
necessary. In a recent interview in Beirut, Abu Faisal 
a member of Fatah speaking for the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization, the umbrella group for the 
Palestianian resistance, stated "Whatever happens, 
whenever this war ends, or wherever ; it ends, we are 
not going to stop until we take Palestine, and 
establish a free and democratic state in Palestine." 

But whatever the results of post-cease-fire 
negotiations, at this point the cease-fire exists 
only on paper. On October 23, the day after the 
implementation of the cease-fire, reports from the 
Sinai told of the heaviest fighting of the war. The 
battle in the Golan Heights meanwhile has become 
pretty much of a standoff, marked by occassional 
dog fights between Israeli and Syrian fighters. 

In the Sinai, reports have confirmed the pres- 
ence of Israeli troops on the West Bank of the Suez 
Canal at the point directly North of the Gulf of 
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Suez. Meanwhile, Egypt claims that it has stopped 
the Israeli push on the West Bank and continues to 
report Egyptian advances in the extreme northern 
part of the Sinai . 

The strategy of the war, though, still seems 
more political than military, from the Arab point 
of view at least. The goal appears to be to carry out 
a protracted war that would compel world opinion 
to force Israel to obey Resolution 242. Towards 
this end four more Arab oil nations joined in the 
total embargo of oil to the United States. 

The oil embargo, which is to continue until 
the U.S. ceases military aid to Israel, has cut 
off about all Middle East oil flowing to the U.S. 

By October 22, the nations agreeing to total cut- 
offs to the U.S. included Saudi Arabia, Libya, 
Kuwait, Abu Dhabi, Qatar, Algeria, Bahrain and 
Dubai. 

The U.S. gets about 6 percent of its daily 
oil consumption from the Middle East and about a 
third of its imported oil. Though the oil cut-offs 
will probably have little immediate effect on the 
U.S. it could become serious if it is maintained 
over a long period of time. 

Israel, on the other hand, has found that 
the U.S. has provided the cushion that has enabled 
them to increase their borders militarily four 
times since 1947. Continually, since the outbreak 
of the war on October 6, Israeli military spokes- 
men have called for "total victory over the enemy." 

On October 22 Israeli Army officials admitted 
they didn't want the cease-fire but instead, lament- 
ed, "we could have cleared Egyptian forces on both 
sides of the canal." 
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POLICE CHIEFS CONFERENCE CONDEMNS 
"STATE OF SIEGE" 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (LNS)— The International 
Association of Chiefs of Police held its eightieth 
annual conference in San Antonio in late September. 

A dozen of the 25 unanimously-passed resolu- 
tions dealt with auto theft and highway safety, 
with four calling for federal studies into such 
things as why recapped tires lose their tread on 
» highways . 

According to the Washington Post, the 5,300 
delegates also passed a resolution condemning as 
"false and malicious propaganda" the film State 
of Siege , which, it said, "seeks to justify and 
rationalize the slaying of police officers ."[The 
film is a true account of the Tupamaro. kidnapping 
and eventual execution of Ddn Mitrione , an Xgency 
for International Development (AID) official in 
Uruguay. One of Mitrione 's tasks was to train the 
Uruguayan police in torture techniques to be used 
against leftists.] 

In addition, the police chiefs, who; claim 
to be a non-political organization, endorsed t ; 
AID'S use of American policemen to train police in 
other countries. 
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3 SERVICEMEN ARRESTED IN NX. FOR PROTESTING 
PREPARATIONS FOR U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN MID EAST 

JACKSONVILLE, N.C. (LNS) — Three active duty 
servicemen were arrested in Jacksonville on Oct- 
ober 13 as they collected signatures for a petition 
asking Congress to "immediately introduce legislation 
forbidding the introduction of U.S . forces in. the 
current Mid-East hostilities »" They, were picked 
up as part of a group of 20 active duty military 
people and civilian supporters collecting signatures 
at three shopping centers near the Camp Lejeune 
Marine |ase. 

Arrested were Randy Thorman and Mark Ratlin, 
both stationed in Norfolk with the Navy, and Scott 
Miller, stationed at Fort Bragg with the Army. All 
three were arrested by Civilian police and then 
turned over to the local MP's (military police). 

They were told that their arrest was for violating 
a military ordinance forbidding petitioning and 
demonstrating. 

When lawyers for the arrested men argued that 
there is no military regulation covering the politi- 
cal activities of off-duty, out-of-uni form service- 
men, the MP's changed their charges and said they 
were running an AWOL check on the men . When it was 
established that the men were not AWOL, they were 
released with no further charges, but they had been 

detained for almost four hours . 

1 

The Base police also illegally confiscated 
petitions that had already been signed by about 40 
people and refused to return a stack of pamphlets 
about the Middle East that the men had been distrib- 
uting. In about an hour at the shopping centers, t 
the 20 people had collected over 250 signatures. 
Almost all the signers were Marines or military 
dependents . 

A group of active -duty GI's will travel to 
Washington on November 2 to present the signed 
petitions to Senator Fulbright, chairman of the 
Senate Armed Service Committee. 

The movement to collect signatures against 
U.S. involvement in the Middle East began almost 
immediatily after the Mideast war erupted. Troop 
movements and "on alert" status in Norfolk, Camp 
Lejeune and Fort Bragg pointed to the possible 
intervention of the U.S. military and prompted the 
protest activity. 

The Norfolk Area Military Project reported that 
on October 16, 2000 Marines left Norfolk for the 
Mediterranean on the he licbpter carrier Iwo ^ 

Jima. This force was not to leave< Norfolk for 
another month and their addition to the Mediter- 
ranean force doubles the number of Marines in the 
area. 

It was also reported by a Norfolk newspaper 
that missiles were loaded on Israeli commercial 
aircraft twice since the war began. According to 
the report, sailors at Oceania Naval Air Station 
were instructed to paint over the Israeli insignia 
on the Israeli jets so identification could not be 
made. 

Similarly, war "games" scheduled for Camp Le- 
jeune in mid October were cancelled so that 
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training exercises could be carried out for !'an 
amphibious landing to rescue civilians and embassy 
personnel in a mythical country named Sloughland, 
which theoretically was in the Mediterranean." And 
at Fort Bragg, wives with husbands in the 313th Army 
Security Agency unit were informed that their hus- 
bands had left for Israel. 

’ - • • ' i 

NARM urges all organizations to organize 
protests over U.S. military intervention invthe 
Middle East stating, "We must prevent the government 
from getting us involved in another war to protect 
imperialist interests. GIs must not be used again 
as hit men for Rockefeller, Standard Oil and Gulf." 

* * * 

To obtain a copy of the petition or to get 
any of NARM's information on the Middle East, write 
Hie Defense Committee, Box 1492 , Norfolk, Va. 23501. 
They could also use donations to help cover printing 
costs. 
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WASHINGTON GROUP LAUGHS AS KISSINGER DELIVERS 
HIS "PACEM - 'IN TERRIS" ADDRESS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) --When Secretary of State 
tfenry Kissinger delivered his keynote address to the 
3500 delegates of the Pacem in Terris III Conference 
in Washington on October 8, he was intercepted for 
several minutes by laughter and heckling ffrom the 
audience . 

The disruption was caused by five Washington re- 
sidents, .members of the Community for Creative Non- 
violence, who came to the gathering bf foreign policy 
experts , as they put it, "to laugh at the ludicrous , 
if not obscene, spectacle of this man offering the 
opening address to a Pacem in Terris Conference." 
"Pacem in Terris" means "Peace on Earth." 

The 3- day assembly, which was sponsored by the 
Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions ,* takes 
its name from an encyclical of Pope John XXIII, issued 
in 1963, which inspired similar conferences in 1965 
and 1967. 

The demonstrators used laughing boxes—the kind 
that can be bought in any novelty store — to provide 
the laughter, and distributed leaflets to the audience 
before they were escorted out of the Sheraton Park 
Hotel by Secret Service agents. At the request of t 
the conference directors, no one was arrested. "This 
is a peace conference," they said. 

The demonstrators calle'd their leaflet "Bellum 
in Terris"--"War on Earth." In it they called the 
recently appointed Secretary of State ( pio was to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize later in October) 

"the architect and high priest of slaughter," and 
argued that Kissinger's connection with peace was 
tenuous : 

"Henry Kissinger and Pacem in Terris'. How 
can we do anything but laugh, in irony and in anger, 
at such an illegitimate wedding of two fundamentally 
opposed entities 
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"THE CASE IS STILL A WARNING": 

A NEW LOOK AT THE ROSENBERG CASE 

by Tom Engelhardt 

Pacific News Service /LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor's Note: Ever since the Nixon Adminis- 

tration took office some five years ago, there has 
been a steady stream of political trials. Accord- 
ing to the government, these trials were ' initiated 
to root out dangerous conspirators bent on destroy- 
ing civil order within the U.S. and weakening its 
political clout throughout the world — and particu- 
larly Vietnam. 

In virtually every case so far, however (the 
Chicago 8, the Panther 21, Harrisburg 7* Camden 28, 
Pentagon Papers trial and the Gainesville 8, to name 
a few) , juries have seen through the government's 
shoddily constructed prosecution and dubious inves- 
tigative "techniques", i.e. agent provacateurs , 
paid informers and illegal electronic surveillance. 

It has cost the movement a great deal of time , 
energy, and money to defend itself from government 
attack but it was precisely the movement's visibil- 
ity and confrontory role . in Ameri can politics, its 
public questioning of government policy, that crea- 
ted the climate for these acquittals . 

Twenty years ago, in the notoriously silent 
fifties, another political trial — that of Julius 
and Ethel Rosenberg — did not fare so well. On June 
19 , 1953, the two were electrocuted for supposedly 
giving national security secrets to the Russians . 

Anyone familiar with the government's tactics 
in recent conspiracy trials will recognize the sim- 
ilarities in the Rosenberg case . 

The following article, based on a recent in- 
terview with Bobby Meeropol, one of the Rosenberg 
sons, discusses the case and its current develop- 1 
ments . ] 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (PNS/LNS)-- On June 19, 1953, 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg died in the electric 
chair at Sing Sing prison. Convicted of conspiracy 
to commit espionage, they were blamed in the press 
and public opinion for "stealing" the secret of the 
atomic bomb and turning it over to the Russians. 

To the end, the Rosenbergs proclaimed their 
innocence. They left many doubts behind them. Now 
their protestations of innocence, attacked by fam- 
ous attorney Louis Nizer in a recent best-selling 
book are being reaffirmed by their grown children . 

In his first press interview, 26 year old 
Robby Meeropol (born Robby Rosenberg) did pot mince 
words. "I am absolutely certain that my parents 
were not guilty of any crime. They were victims 
of a frame-up that was carried out by the Internal 
Security Division of the Justice Department, mem- 
bers of the FBI, and the New York prosecutor's of- 
fice." 

Robby was only three and his brother Michael 
seven, when their father Julius was arrested in 
July, 1950. Less than a month later, their mothe r 
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Ethel was taken into custody by FBI agents. 

Nine months before. President Truman had in- 
formed the American pub lie that Russia had exploded 
its first atom bomb. And in June, the Korean war 
began with a series of disastrous defeats for the 
U.S. Shocked Americans were then told that a poor 
machinist and his wife were the kingpins of a Rus- 
sian spy ring which had managed to "steal" America's 
greatest "secret"- -how to make the atom bomb . 

Lurid press accounts of what the FBI still , 
calls the "crime of the century" were matched by the 
melodrama of the government's case. The prosecu- 
tion claimed that the Rosenbergs ' loyalty and alle- 
giance was "not to our country, but that it was to 
Communism." . 

Prosecutor Irving Saypol charged that the Ro^ 
senbergS had convinced David Greenglass, Ethel's 
younger bX9ther % to "play the treacherous role of 
a modern Benedict Arnold." Through David, a GI 
technician assigned to the top-secret Los Alamos 
atom bomb project, Saypol said, the Rosenbergs stole 
"this one weapon that might well hold the key to the 
survival of this nation and means the peace of the 
world, the atomic bomb." 

The prosecution had no significant physical 
evidence to back up their case— no spying equipment, 
no mini-cameras, no code books. Instead they re- 
lied on witnesses like Elizabeth Bentley, already 
well-publicized in the press as an alleged Commun- 
ist "fepy queen." She gave "expert" testimony on 
the willingness of domestic Communists to commit 
any deed at the bidding of Moscow. 

Harry Gold, Philadelphia chemist who claimed a 
long and confusing career as a "Soviet courier," 
was a key witness. Gold testified that on June 3, 
1945, using the recognition signal "I come from 
Julius," he contacted David Greenglass in Albuquerque 
New Mexico. There, he picked up a series of sketch- 
es from Greenglass (which, the government later 
claimed, were of the atom bomb) , gave him an en- 
velope with $500 and turned the sketches over to 
Russian officials in New York City. 

Finally David and his wife Ruth (who was named 
as a co- conspirator but never indicted or brought 
to trial) took the stand. In one of the most dram- 
atic and distasteful moments in American courtroom 
history, Greenglass identified Ethel and Julius 
as the brains behind his actions „ 

At the sentencing, Judge Irving R. Kaufmann 
accused the Rosenbergs of being solely responsible 
for the deaths of 50,000 Americans in Korea. After 
two years of legal struggles, both went to their 
deaths insisting on their innocence. J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver, Attorney General Herbert Brownell and others 
joined a "deathwatch" at the Justice Department 
waiting for either Rosenberg t° "break" and pick 
up a special phone installed in the death house to 
name the Communist higher-ups who allegedly gave 
them their orders. President Eisenhower stood by 
at the White House prepared to grant clemency, 

"The hysteria prior to the trial was such," 
says Robby Meeropol, "that the government would 
have won the case, ho matter what. And it's not 
just that they were innocent, but that this crime 
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could not have been committed. There was no such. 

the secret of the atom bomb. 

"In fact, if you go back to 1945 abd 1946 and 
rci.i the statements of the atomic scientists invol- 
ved*. everyone of them over and over again is saying 
,.aere is no such thing as an atomic secret. Atomic 
theory was internationally known and all that was 
needed was the technology and the vast resources 
to put it all together." 

In the years immediately following World War 
II, such political figures as Eisenhower and TrUman 
warned the American public that it was just a matter 
of time until the Soviet Union developed its own 
bomb. 

But by 1950 , everything had changed. "You 
have to realize," Robby continues, "all it took then 
was for somebody to say that there was a secret of 
the atom bomb, that it was stolen and that my parents 
were responsible, and everybody was out for blddd. 

"At that time, it suited the government pur- 
poses for Americans to think that nobody else could 
make an A-bomb unless they stole our secret." 

Prominent attorney and author Louis Nizer has 
turned a screenplay he wrote for an upcoming Otto 
Preminger movie into a bestselling book, tke Implos- 
ion Conspiracy . 

The book was advertised as "the final verdict" 
on the Rosenberg case. In its 495 pages, |jizer re- 
convicts the Rosenbergs, portraying them as fanatics 
who psychologically mistreated and exploited their 
own children for political ends. He upholds the 
trial itself as a victory for the whole American 
judicial system. 

The book reads as if it were written in 1954 
by a member of the prosecution team. Despite Niz- 
er's claims of deep research £ ?I was going to know 
as much about the Rosenbergs and the trial as Was 
humanly possible. , the text is riddled with er- 
rors. It also depicts in vivid detail scenes be- 
tween major figures in the conspiracy where no ! one 
ela^Jcould have j>een present. (Julius "tpolc a long 
look at David only to see jus own reflection in 
his lifeless eyes.") 

t. , ■ -■ 5 > 

But far more important, Nizer ignores any of 
the hew evidence dug up since the trial which might 
have thrown his conclusion^ into disarray. Most 
startling is his refusal tp respond to Walter and 
Miriam Schneir's well known book Invitation to an 
Inquest , first published in 1965. 

The Schneirs got their hands on some records 
of the extensive pre-trial questioning of poth Harry 
Goldf(FBI and other agents talked to him for hundreds 
of hours) and David Greenglass. They found that both 
witness '• final testimony differs significantly from 
their earlier accounts. 

Harry Gold spins a vast web of contradictory 
stories. Key elements in his account, including any 
reference to Julius Rosenberg's name, appear only 
after David Greenglass ' arrest and many hours of 
FBI "coaching." 

Among many other questions they raise, the 
Schneirs throw grave doubt on the authenticity of a 
hotel registration card used by the government to 
nail down Gold's account of his meeting with -GreenT-, 
glass'. On the basis of newly discovered evidence, 
they assert that the card was an FBI forgery. 


"I think what happened was they had Harry Gold," 
says Robby Meeropol . "Harry Gold was a nonentity who 
found his calling in life when he started talking. 

The more attention he got, the more stories he made 
up. Well, Hoover said, the secret of the atomic bomb's 
a pretty feig thing. You can't just expect one man to 
have done it all. It must have been a conspiracy. 

"And then they ran across David Greenglass * this 
G1 who had evidently stolen some uranium when he worked 
at the Los Alamos project. Then they discovered that 
the man had a brother-in-law involved in radical poli- 
tics . They’ 'put it all together and they started putting 
pressure on people." 

With nothing new to add on the case itself, Nizer 
has instead drawn heavily on the emotional letters 
Ethel and Julius wrote to each other during the three 
years they were in virtual solitary confinement. ( Some 
of these letters were published while they were still 
alive with the copyright and profits going to their 
children.) 

"The Rosenberg trial, " Wizer's book begins, "is 
not only the most extraordinary spy story of the cen- 
tury, it is a love story." It is as if Erich Segal had 
joined the FBI. 

By combining the passion of the letters with the 
plight of the two beleagured young Rosenberg children, 
Nizer creates an emotional aura which veils his mis- 
treatment of the case itself. 

Robby, 26, and his brother Michael, 30 , too young 
to help twenty years ago, were not willing to sit by 
and serve as part of the prosecution's case in a re- 
trial of their parents. After their parent's execution, 
and a move by the state to place them in an orphanage, 
the two were adopted by the Meeropol family. 

"I was aware," says Robby, "that I was somebbdy 
that something extremely unusual had happened to. That 
it was very awful. That I should be proud of my pa- 
rents for what they did. That they told the truth and 
stood up for what they believed in, but at the same 
time it wasn't something you talked about." 

Now grown and married with children of their own, 
both brothers teach at Western New England College and 
live inua quiet suburb §f Springfield, Mass. Until the 
Nizer book came out, only their families and close 
friends knew their real identity. 

Deeply disturbed by the book and what they felt 
to be a misuse of their parents' prison letters, they 
decided to "come out" as Rosenbergs. They sued Nizer 
for infringement of copyright. 

"We had t os sue," Robby says. "We had no choice. 
Those letters are virtually the only legacy left to us 
by out parents. Not only that * but it's the only real 
speaking in their own defense they ever were really 
able to do. If those letters are used in a way that 
turns them around, then their entire purpose has been 
perverted." 

Through other actions, the Rosenberg children 
hope to force a genuine reopening of their parents 

case . 

They are charging publically, for the first time, 
that Irving Saypol, government prosecutor in the Ro- 
senberg case (and now a judge), Roy Cbhn, his assis- 
tant (and later assistant to Senator Joseph McCarthy) , 
^and possibly others were guilty of a conspiracy to 
cteny my parents their civil rights, if not a conspir- 
-—( CONTINUED ON PAGE 8)---- 
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N.Y. PRIVATE SCHOOL SEEKS INJUNCTION 
TO BLOCK LOW- INCOME HOUSING PROJECT 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS)--The Board of Trustees of the 
Trinity Episcopal School, an elite private school 
'in Manhattan's West Side Urban Renewal Area (WSURA) , 
has brought suit against federal, state, and local 
city housing and planning officials in an attempt 
to prevent the construction of low-income housing 
in the area. 

The focus of the suit is a vacant lot opposite 
the school which is slated for the construction of 
160 units of low rent public housing. Originally, 
this site was part of a block-long row of tenements 
occupied mostly by poor, Spanish-speaking families. 

In 1962, this site had been chosen for the con- 
struction of middle- income apartments. But in 1970, 
squatters occupied the buildings and several com- 
munity storefront organizations sprang up. They 
all refused to move until the city redesignated the 
area for low-income housing which they could afford. 
After a year, the city complied. 

"The maintenance of the economic and ethnic 
integration which is part of its tradition, is in 
accord with accepted city policy," the City Planning 
Commission's 1958 proposal reads. But though 67 per- 
cent of the population of the WSURA before 1958 were 
families earning under $5,000 a year, only 17 percent 
remain today. And only 14 percent of the new or 
renovated apartments provide low-cost housing. The 
rest are middle income and luxury apartments. 

The Trinity School Board claims that the city 
had promised the school that the WSURA would be trans- 
formed from a predominately low- income area into a 
"residential community appropriate to the type of 
school which the plaintiffs operated." 

They further claim that a "tipping point" of 
low-income residency "has been reached" in the WSURA 
and that, as a result, the neighborhood is "on the 
downgrade." Their purpose is to show that the pres- 
ence of poorer families above a specific limit (us- 
ually put at 30 percent) would have an "adverse ef- 
fect" on the "human environment." 

The "tipping point" argument was the critical 
issue around which middle-class white parents in 
Canarsie, Brooklyn, organized last year to prevent 
the attendance of 32 black children at Junior High 
School 211. The parents protested that the admission 
of these children would "tip" the balance to exceed 
the acceptable 30 percent. As a result, they reason- 
ed, property values would start to decline and White, 
middle-class families would start to leave the 
neighborhood. 

The Coalition to Replan the West Side Urban 
Renewal Area, an organization of community groups, 
has formed to contest the Trinity suit. They charge 
Trinity With planning to limit low-income and/or 
non-white people ill the WSURA to a percentage level 
acceptable to middle and upper-income whites . 

"...The tipping point," .the Coalition says, 
"measures not the adverse effect of the presence of 
non-whites, but the threshold of white racism," They 
point out that the displacement of poor people in 
"urban renewal" projects has helped to create more 

ghettPe?^lsewhere in the city. 
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Members of the Trinity School Board include : 

GLOVER JOHNSON: A partner in White 8 Chase, 
one of the most powerful Wall Street law firms; 
chairman of the executive committee of the Schaefer 
Brewing Company; chairman of the International 
Minerals $ Chemical Corp.; and member of the boards 
of directors Of Agfa-Gevaert, Inc. , Federal Paper 
Board Co. , and Arnold Bakery Products. 

CHARLES G. BLUHDORN: Chairman of Gulf and 
Western Industries, Inc. , a huge multinational 
conglomerate with net earnings in 1973 of $89 
million. One of its 200 subsidiaries owns 16 per- 
cent of the total arable land in the Dominican 
Republic. G$W has a close relationship with the 
Balaguer regime which came into power in 1965 
after the intervention of U.S, Marines. Many Dom- 
inican refugees from Balaguer repression live on 
Manhattan's West side and are desperately in need 
of the low cost housing that Bluhdorn is trying 
to prevent. Bluhdorn* s salary was $252,600 in 
1972. His son is a Trinity student . 

WILLIAM J. McGILL: President of Columbia 
University, which owns millions of dollars worth 
of real estate in New York. Tenant groups have 
been fighting Columbia's expansion in the area 
for several years, and this was one"of the reasons 
for the Columbia student revolt of 1968. 

REVERAND PAUL MOORE, JR. ; Episcopal Bishop 
of the Diocese of New York, thelargest and rich- 
est diocese of the Episcopal church, with over 
$100 million in property and investments in the 
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ady ito dehy my patents- their ^ civil rights? -i£-net a] 
conspiracy to commit murder. 

"These two men used perjured testimony and they 
knew it. Harry Gold was constantly changing his 
story. Also, they put obvious pressure on David 
Greenglass. The thing which must have gotten him to 
perjure himself was that they said, 'You play ball 
with us and your wife goes free.'" 

Robby Rosenberg and others like the Schneirs 
who have questioned the basis of the case , see a 
larger governmental purpose behind the trial. The 
Rosenbergs were arrested just after the atart of the 
Korean war, just after a secret U.S. decision was 
made to build the H-bomb and massively increase arms 
spending, and soon after the Russians exploded their 
own A-bomb . 

"The case was basically needed for two things," 
says Robby. "To whip up public support for American 
cold war policies and to destroy the left in America 
once and for all. It>Badfc scapegoats out of these 
two people, my parents. 

"They wanted to break them. Make them point 
their fingers at other innocent people and enlarge 
the 'conspiracy'!" 

The Rosenberg children obviously feel that 
their parents, "tried by the times," will be judged 
differently in post -Watergate America. As Robby 
points out, "If (ex-FBI director] Pat Gray can des- 
troy files >w w hy cbuldri'f the FBI forge a hotel card?" 

[CONTINUED ON INSIDE FRONT COVER--- ] 
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TOP RIGHT; Ethel and Julius Rosenberg •* - 

in rear of prison van, ■ April 1951 » 

CREDIT; RAMPARTS/LNS 
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MIDDLE RIGHT: Michael, 10, and Robert, 6, 
sons of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, 
leaving Sing Sing Prison with parents' 
attorney, Emanuel Bloch, June 1953 „ 

CREDIT; RAMPARTS/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 6, 


BOTTOM LEFT CREDIT; Peter Green, from 

book, I Want t 6 Make One Thing Perfectly 
Clear/ LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Indians negotiating with repres- 
entatives from the Justice Department in 
Wounded Knee, April 2, 1973. Left to right; 

Russell Means. Wallace Black Elk, Ramon Roubideaux, 

and Pedro Bissonette, who was killed last week by BIA police. 
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